A Wild Idea:  How the Environmental Movement Tamed the Adirondacks
Page Notes, Updated March 2026 
This list is published online with hyperlinks at bradedmondson.com (see the “page notes” tab), and at The Adirondack Experience’s online catalog (theadkx.org, search for “Edmondson”). The online addresses of some sources are indicated in parentheses to give readers an alternate way of searching if specific links become outdated. 
The author has omitted some citations usually found in academic works.  Sources that are listed in the bibliography and are clearly indicated in the text, such as official government communications on a specific date, are omitted because they can be found in the stacks or digital collections of major research libraries. Finding these documents can be a pleasant adventure. Readers are encouraged to visit the archives and enjoy the search.

Erratum
p. 88
Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission (ORRRC):  the acronym is is mistyped as “ORCCC”  
p. 135 
no dissents were written:  See William J. Foley, “Minority Report . . . With Reference To The Adirondack Park Agency Private Land Use and Development Plan,” In Richard Lawrence Papers, Box 8 folder 11, ADKX
p. 164
Stanley Steingut: he is mis-identified as “senate minority leader.”  He was the assembly minority leader.
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blue ink: DEC, “Birth of the Blue Line”
passed in 1912 and other laws:  DEC, “New York’s Forest Preserve”
collection of jewels: DEC, “Welcome To The Adirondacks”.  Detailed information on Wilderness Areas and other DEC units in the Adirondack Park is available by clicking on their “destinations” tab. 
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defines a wilderness:  “Learn About Wilderness,” WC.   The “Key Laws” tab has the full text of the 1964 Wilderness Act (wilderness.net). The “definition” clause states, “A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and his works dominate the landscape, is hereby recognized as an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain. An area of wilderness is further defined to mean in this Act an area of undeveloped Federal land retaining its primeval character and influence, without permanent improvements or human habitation, which is protected and managed so as to preserve its natural conditions and which (1) generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprint of man's work substantially unnoticeable; (2) has outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation; (3) has at least five thousand acres of land or is of sufficient size as to make practicable its preservation and use in an unimpaired condition; and (4) may also contain ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value.”
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published articles:  The series that came to be known as “The Big Blowup” ran in four consecutive issues of The Conservationist.  The December-January 1951-52 issue posed four questions: “If our objective is the preservation of our forests, are forests best preserved by prohibiting cutting?”; “What is meant by “forever wild?”  Does it suggest an abundance of birds and animals, and if so, does our present management policy support that objective?”; “Under this policy, are we making the most of the potential recreational value of the Forest Preserve?”; and, “How does the present management policy, as prescribed by the Constitution, contribute to the economic needs of state and nation?” Each question was answered in an essay by a Conservation Department official who argued for “scientific management” principles of selective cutting and stocking wildlife.  The next two issues carried 14 solicited articles responding to these questions and ended with an exchange between Conservation Commissioner Perry Duryea Sr. and Wheeler Milmoe, chair of the newly-created Joint Legislative Committee on Natural Resources, which was expected to consider legislation arising from the debate.  The fourth issue carried three pages of letters to the editor on the topic.
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